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What a year at Animal Haven of Asheville! 

Happy holidays, friends! It's been a very exciting year here at Animal 
Haven and we wanted to share highlights from the last six months.  

 

Celebrating 25 years of living the dream 

Recently I received a card from a person who has been with Animal Haven of 
Asheville since its’ inception. The heartfelt message written inside moved me to 
my core and inspired this note from me and of course Barb, whose presence I 
feel every day. 

We knew what an impact and a difference we could make in the lives of animals 
starting with our “idea” of Animal Haven, organizing, growing, and maintaining it 
for 25 years. What we truly didn’t know was the impact and difference we would 
make in the lives of the people who joined Animal Haven, whose animal we 
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helped, who visited our sanctuary, who wrote a thank you, and in particular this 
recent card. 

For some individuals, Animal Haven gave them a “purpose in life”, a reason to get 
up every day. I am mainly referring to the inmates who participated in the “New 
Leash on Life” program from Craggy Correctional Center and Swannanoa 
Correctional Center for seven and eleven years respectively. For others, it filled a 
void in their life, provided an outlet, was therapeutic, made themselves more 
whole with the work they did/do here. Whatever the reason, Animal Haven 
attracted wonderful people who have supported our organization and not only 
are we thankful but what a bonus! 

Talk about “living the dream” – 
Helping injured, homeless, 
unwanted sentient beings and 
meeting, working, laughing and 
crying with people like you who 
have the same agenda as Barb and 
I do. Thank you for keeping our 
dream alive and let’s continue our 
work in the name of all the animals, 
past and present. 

Peace, 
Trina Hudson 

 

Farm sanctuary 101 – Establishing your sanctuary 

Animal Haven of Asheville is recognized as an established, successful, and 
thriving farm sanctuary nowadays, but back in late 1999 and early 2000, two 
individuals had the temerity to think they could establish a sanctuary. 

What can we learn from Trina Hudson about how this came about? Interviewer 
and long-time volunteer Diane Van Helden spoke with Trina in December 2025. 

Read the interview 

https://animalhavenofasheville.org/farmsanctuary101/?zlinkid=2c30056e-e07d-4a13-b654-8a5c5ec7b830


December 2025 Animal Haven of Asheville 3 

Celebrating 25 years of Animal Haven 

This May we reopened our gates after the storm for a very special milestone. 
We celebrated 25 years of rescue, compassion, and community. Our Stronger 
Than the Storm mindset honors both the sanctuary’s history and the 
incredible recovery efforts after Hurricane Helene. We are grateful for 
everyone who has walked this journey with us. Together we celebrate the 
animals who inspire us and the supporters who keep our mission alive.  

As part of our anniversary celebration, our event brought the community 
together in the sweetest ways. Guests enjoyed photos with Jingles and KC, 
visited animal stations for storytelling from our volunteers, played a fun and 
interactive bingo game, and sampled treats from local food trucks, drink 
stands, and dessert tables. It was a joyful day for all ages and a beautiful 
reminder of the love that surrounds this sanctuary. 
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ThanksLiving with Gene Baur 

Our ThanksLiving potluck 
celebration this year was 
one to remember. We 
were honored to welcome 
Gene Baur, founder of 
Farm Sanctuary in 
Woodstock, NY, whose 
message of kindness and 
mindful choices touched every attendee. Stories shared afterward showed just 
how powerful his words were. Families left inspired, young volunteers felt seen, 
and the spirit of gratitude filled our sanctuary and community. 

Devil’s Foot “Save The Animals” dance party 

A huge thank you to our friends at Devil’s Foot for hosting the Save The 
Animals dance party in our honor. Supporters came out to dance, celebrate, 
and raise funds for the sanctuary. Events like this remind us how strong our 
Asheville community is and how joyful it can be when compassion and good 
music come together. Plus, it was a fun night to dress to impress like our 
favorite Wicked characters.  
 

PlantsLiving at Plant 

We were honored once again to be celebrated at the annual 
PlantsLiving event hosted by Plant. This delicious evening 
brought together friends, supporters, and food lovers for a 
beautiful vegan meal crafted in our honor. The menu 
featured Cream of Mushroom and Truffle Soup, Panko-
Crusted Tofu (mozz and sofritto stuffed delicata / creamy 
Farm & Sparrow polenta/ spinach saltato), and Milk 
Chocolate Chai Torte. Guests enjoyed thoughtful dishes, great company, and 
inspiring conversations about compassion and community. We are grateful to 
Plant for their continued support and for creating such a meaningful night 
that directly helps the animals of Animal Haven. 

https://www.plantisfood.com/
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A Tribute to Penny and Hector 

This year we said goodbye to two incredibly 
loved members of our sanctuary family, 
Penny and Hector. Their presence shaped 
our days, and their absence is felt in every 
corner of the farm. 

Penny was a bright spirit with a tender 
heart. She adored her herd, trusted her 
caregivers, and had a very special bond with 
her sister, Petunia. Her gentle curiosity and 
calm nature made her a favorite among 
volunteers and visitors. Penny taught us the 
beauty of quiet connection and reminded us 
every day how lucky we were to love her. 

Hector brought smiles and joy wherever he 
wandered. Full of personality and poise, he 
was always the first to greet us each 
morning. Whether he was strolling out to 
explore, settling in for scratches, or sunning 
himself on his favorite rock, Hector filled the 
sanctuary with a love that lives on in 
everyone who knew him. His loyal nature 
and sweet spirit have made him 
unforgettable. 

Losing them has been heartbreaking, yet we carry their memory with 
gratitude. Penny and Hector each left a lasting mark on our sanctuary, on their 
herd mates, and on everyone who had the privilege of knowing them. We 
honor their lives by continuing to provide love, safety, and compassion to every 
animal who calls Animal Haven home. They will always be part of our story and 
forever in our hearts.  
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Rescue report: Jingles  

I wasn’t sure what to expect. I knew I needed a baby bottle or 2, milk replacer, 
and a warm, soft, cozy place to sleep. What I received on that day, December 
14, 2024, was the tiniest and most precious goat, all of ten days old. 

Our veterinarian had called Animal Haven of Asheville asking if we had 
room/time to take in this baby. The owner of this baby goat, now known as 
“Jingles” (and known far and wide by many of you) did not want “Jingles” as 
she was blind. I won’t go on about our “disposable society” because I would 
rather celebrate “Jingles”, the joy she has given to so many, the laughter, and 
the wonder of her ways. 

“Jingles” weighed 2.7 lbs when she arrived, and stayed in the house with me, 3 
cats, and 2 dogs. She didn’t get a bottle every two hours but whenever she 
wanted one. There was no resisting her! She thrived in her new life, I thrived, 
the volunteers thrived, it was a special time. If I didn’t bring “Jingles” to the 
thrift shop to spend time with the customers and volunteers working, I would 
get a phone call. We would take her to the field near the thrift shop where she 
would run in increasingly larger circles until she started doing the “zoomies”! 

We knew “Jingles” needed a four-legged friend and this happened on a rainy 
day when a 4-5 month old goat was found shivering under a lady’s carport. 
Long story short, no one ever came forward looking for her. She came to 
Animal Haven, is best friends with “Jingles” and is known as “KC”-
Karma/Chaos. 
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Endnotes - Tales of Animal Haven over the Years 

In 2002, Animal Haven was two years old and had worked hard making the 
nine or so acre property that Dorothy had left us into the semblance of a farm 
animal sanctuary. Over the course of two days, it would become the home to 
some 71 pot belly pigs and other animals and birds that had been rescued 
from a “sanctuary” located in Madison County called Peaceable Kingdom. 

Complaints made to the Madison County Health Department resulted in the 
seizure of 95 pigs, two goats, 14 dogs, 10 cats, some chickens, ducks, and doves 
that were found on the property in Marshall. The owner was breeding the 
potbelly pigs to sell at a local flea market to raise funds for the sanctuary. Barb 
and Trina arranged to have a spay/neuter triage set up at the farm with help 
from Raleigh volunteer veterinarians who specialized in the surgery. All this 
happened under a tent in the upper pasture with the help of volunteers. 

While many of the pigs remained at Animal Haven, others were taken to a pig 
sanctuary near Arlington, VA in Betty Whitford’s horse trailer. It is truly amazing 
what good-hearted people can accomplish in an emergency. 

 

Animal Haven of Asheville 
65 Lower Grassy Branch Road 
828-299-1635  
Animal Haven of Asheville on Facebook 
Make a donation to Animal Haven of Asheville 
 
Animal Haven of Asheville is a Section 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation.  
All contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.  
Come visit the animals and our thrift shop. 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/animalhavenofasheville
https://animalhavenofasheville.org/donate/

